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The Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) is a mechanism that allows local planning authorities 
to raise funds from new development in the form of a levy.  Dartford Borough Council has adopted 
a CIL Charging Schedule which came into force in April 2014.  Funds raised are pooled primarily to 
support the delivery of larger strategic infrastructure required to support development within an 
area rather than to mitigate the impacts of a specific site. 

An agreement under section 106 of the Town & Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) can 
still be utilised to ensure that infrastructure specific to a development site is delivered to ensure 
that the development is ‘acceptable in planning terms’.  These often cover the provision of 
affordable housing, open space and access roads for example. 

Whilst the majority of CIL receipts will be used to support the delivery of strategic infrastructure 
the CIL Regulations require the Council to transfer 15% of the receipts to local town and parish 
councils where these have been received from development in their areas.  This can increase to 25% 
where a town or parish council has an adopted Neighbourhood Plan in place.  To date there are no 
such Neighbourhood Plans in place within the Borough.  Where possible the town and parish 
councils are encouraged to identify agreed priorities with the Council on infrastructure provision so 
that collectively CIL receipts can be utilised to their maximum benefit. 

In areas where CIL receipts have been received from development in unparished areas of the 
Borough the same requirement applies and this is currently retained by the Council.  For the 
unparished areas the Council is required to use the retained CIL receipts to support development in 
these areas.  The receipts do not have to be spent purely on infrastructure and may be used for 
other measures providing they address demands generated by development that impact on the 
area.  The Council is also required to engage with local communities in the unparished areas to 
identify both the priorities for investment and specific projects for delivery. 

An additional 5% of CIL receipts can be used for administrative costs which can be used to 
support the resources need to cover the collection, governance, reporting and spending of CIL 
receipts. 

Annual Performance for 2019/20 

Table 1 below shows an overall summary of the CIL payments that have been received by the 
Council during the period 1st April 2019 and 31st March 2020.  Table 1 also shows the CIL receipts 
transferred to town and parish councils; those retained to be spent in unparished areas and the 
portion applied to administrative expenses. 

The total CIL payments received since the adoption of CIL in 2014 and the total CIL receipts 
retained by the Council to be spent on strategic infrastructure projects over the same period are 
also shown. 
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Table 1:  Summary of Dartford CIL Receipts for Period April 2019 to March 2020 

For 2019/20  

Total CIL receipts £3,793,804 

CIL expenditure on strategic infrastructure projects £0 

CIL receipts transferred to town and parish councils £114,744 

CIL receipts retained to be spent in local unparished areas £468,839 

CIL applied to administrative expenses (5% of total CIL received) £70,350 

CIL retained to be spent on strategic infrastructure projects. £3,139,871 

For Period 2014/15 to 2019/20  

Total CIL receipts £9,394,203 

Total CIL retained and available to be spent on strategic 
infrastructure projects. 

£7,620,191 

 

Neighbourhood Portion for 2019/20 

a) Neighbourhood Portion passed to Town & Parish Councils 

In 2019/20, the Council transferred a total of £100,232 of CIL receipts to six town and parish 
councils which breaks down as follows: 

Darenth PC £10,959 

Longfield, New Barn & Southfleet PC £1,868 

Stone PC £20,358 

Sutton-at-Hone & Hawley PC £12,052 

Swanscombe & Greenhithe TC £61,772 

Wilmington PC £7,734 

Town and parish councils are required to publish annual information on their websites 
setting out details of the CIL received from the Council together with details of any 
expenditure of these CIL receipts.  Some councils have applied CIL receipts to measures such 
as the re-surfacing of a recreation ground driveway, refurbishment of a community hall, 
new gates for a recreation ground and new doors for a village hall.  Other councils are 
retaining CIL receipts for projects in subsequent years, e.g. Wilmington PC has allocated 
funding towards improvements to the Darent Valley Path within the parish area subject to 
a suitable project coming forward. 

b) Neighbourhood Portion Retained to be spent in Unparished Areas in the Borough 

As set out in Table 1 above, the Council has retained £468,839 from the total CIL receipts 
for 2019/20 to be spent in the unparished areas of the Borough.  Taking into account past 
CIL receipts the total retained for unparished areas currently stands at £808,464.  National 
guidance encourages these funds to be spent on infrastructure/measures that address the 
demands generated by development in their area and meet priorities set through 
engagement with local communities. 
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The Council is in the process of engaging with local communities to determine the priorities 
for infrastructure in the unparished areas and identify projects that can come forward for 
delivery with the support CIL receipts retained.  The governance arrangements are expected 
to be in place by Spring 2021 with the identification and development of projects to follow. 

CIL Expenditure 

There has been no expenditure in 2019/20 of the CIL receipts retained by the Council to be 
spent on strategic infrastructure projects.  As a result the amount of CIL income held by the Council 
has now increased to £7.515m.  CIL receipts vary from year to year as they are dependent on 
development coming forward which means that future CIL receipts cannot be estimated with a high 
level of certainty.  However, based on consented development and the pipeline of developments 
expected to come forward over the next five years there is expected to be sufficient CIL funding to 
support those strategic infrastructure projects identified in the Indicative 5-Year Delivery 
Programme along with an allowance to cover other projects that may come forward.  The impact of 
Covid-19 on the progress of development within the Borough remains uncertain but an allowance 
has been made in forecasting future CIL receipts. 

The strategic infrastructure projects that are currently identified in the Indicative 5-Year 
Delivery Programme are: 

Dartford Town Centre Regeneration Project 
Dartford Northern Gateway Pedestrian/Cycle Bridge 
Primary School Extension in Dartford North 
Stone Primary School 
Dartford Town Centre Health & Wellbeing Hub 
Stone/Greenhithe Health Centre 
Darent Valley Path 

These projects have been identified as potentially needing CIL funding to support their delivery.  
None of the projects have yet reached the stage where the details have been finalised and they are 
ready to be delivered.  Progress has been made on some of the projects and its hoped that they will 
be delivered in 2021/22 financial year.  These include the Northern Gateway Bridge, Dartford North 
primary extension and Darent Valley Path. 

It is not intended that CIL receipts retained for strategic infrastructure projects will fully fund 
the projects identified.  Nonetheless there is the necessity to pool funding over a number of years 
to secure sufficient funding to support the implementation of the current identified schemes.  It is 
also the nature of larger strategic infrastructure projects that there is a long lead-in time to delivery 
and costs are significant.  The Council has approved governance arrangements for the allocation of 
CIL funding that takes into account the availability of other funding sources, the certainty of delivery 
and an assessment of each project to defined criteria.  The Council works in liaison with its 
infrastructure delivery partners to bring forward strategic infrastructure that meets the demands 
generated by development within the Borough. 
 
 


